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OVERVIEW  The SBEN is an evening net, which makes 
it a bit different than other maritime nets. Usually there 
are fewer check-ins than with other nets. Many boats 
along the Mexican coast most cruisers are not underway 
when the sun sets.  Some find a night-time net 
unnecessary, or inconvenient to tune into.  The main 
goal for our net therefore is simply to show up every 
night in a predictable way, with a volunteer who opens 
the show, calls for check-ins  and  listens;   and who 
responds to requests for information or help.   
 

REQUIREMENTS  You will need a SSB radio with reasonably good reception and 

transmission; and in order to download WX forecasts, access to either the Internet or the 
AirMail software program.  
 
STRUCTURE & CALL HANDLING   This net follows the general style of marine ham and 

SSB nets, which is very familiar to most radio-using cruisers.  
   

1. Open the net, find out if anybody needs help 
2. Briefly explain how the net works 
3. Call for vessels underway 
4. Share weather information you have or ask if anybody else has it 
5. Ask for announcements 
6. Go to general check-ins 
7. Open things up for discussion, if any 
8. Close on 6516 kHz  

 
On SBEN we try not to explain in long detail the structure and rules every single night. We try 

not to use HF radio jargon, or to “police” the frequency (for example, we don’t insist vessels 
use a ship station license and not their ham license).  The net controller predictably keeps the 
show moving along, by moving from category to category.  Everyone who checks in is in 
effect a volunteer. You will need help from others on the net every session (even if it’s just 
asking others if they heard anyone with emergency traffic).  Don’t hesitate asking for 
assistance.  It’s for everyone’s safety.   Just remember that when someone has provided this 
kind of “networking help” (see more below), thank them when they’re done and get control 
back in a prompt manner. 
 
SAFETY, GOOD HOUSEKEEPING & HANDLING EMERGENCIES   Each check-in is like a 

taxi dispatcher handling phone calls:  “What address are you going to? Where do you want to 
be picked up?”  A dispatcher who isn’t sure if he heard “West Beach Avenue” or “East Beach 
Avenue” has to ask until he is certain he’s got it right. So please take your time.  And write 
down.  You may have been the last person in contact with a boat that may later go astray; it’s 
a great feeling to be able to tell rescue officials exactly where the boat was, where they were 
headed,  etc.   All because you’ve kept good notes (and can read your own handwriting)! 
Hopefully you’ll never have to do one of these.   
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EMERGENCIES 
 
Emergencies are an extremely rare situation.  If one comes up on your watch, keep it simple:  
Listen carefully to what is being said. Ask for essential information,  such as position, name 
of vessel, and understand what the emergency is. Keeping the line of communication open 
for as long as necessary to know where the boat is, the nature of the emergency, what needs 
to be done and how to get help – that’s the job. When one occurs, the normal routine of the 
net is suspended in order to make sure the nature of the emergency is understood, and acted 
upon. Again, you may need help from others on the net: you might want to delegate one of 
them to handle the emergency on a better frequency, or ask someone to run the regular net 
while you handle the situation.  
 
PROPAGATION, “RELAYS” & NETWORKING   The atmosphere which carries radio waves 
could have been designed better, in our opinion (see below, “The Future”). Please be ready 
to go to an alternative frequency if the noise level makes it impossible to continue.  On 
Relays:  A helpful skipper on a boat which is far from you might be able to hear boats you 

can’t.  You can ask her to take check-ins for that area.  You can build an ad hoc network by 
finding a boat with a strong signal for example, in the Sea of Cortes, who can sweep that 
region for check ins;  and pick another far to the south to “relay” your request for check-ins 
there.  The goal is to provide as much coverage as possible for our volunteer service; and by 
doing so you actually strengthen the volunteer base! 
 
WEATHER    SBEN has been collaborating with the Tropical Forecast and Analysis Branch 
(TAFB) of NOAA in the development of a new weather service covering the Pacific coast 
from San Diego all the way south to Ecuador. (For more information on this collaboration, 
visit our website at southboundnet.com). To get this trial forecast, please do this at least 15 
minutes before 0100 Z: 
 

1. Send an email to query@saildocs.com with this is the body of the message: 
 
send OFFPZ7 
 

2. Check your email in 5 – 10 minutes to get the requested documents. 
  

YOTREPS   As part of our collaboration with the forecasters at NOAA, we are beginning to 
encourage vessels to use the YOTREPS position and WX reporting system.  You can read 
about it on the Southbound website as well. The Southbound Evening Net will be moving 
towards actually entering good check in information into the YOTREPS database, using its 
REPORTER software.  
 
YOU    You are warmly encouraged to just be yourself. Given that our simple purpose – to be 
the “evening ears” that listen carefully every night for the well-being of the fleet  -  it’s not 
important to be, or sound like, an expert radio user.  You are doing a basic good deed and 
providing an important service.  That being said, you are also warmly invited to bring your 

sense of humor, your curiosity, and your interests to the task.  (For example, you can use the 
Scuttlebutt section to introduce a relevant subject for discussion, or relay the latest NASCAR 
results*.) Finally, please listen critically to how the net operates, and if you think of an 
improvement, please let everybody know! 

http://www.pangolin.co.nz/yotreps_reporter
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The FUTURE    The future is nearby.  More and more, cruisers have other electronic sources 

for cruising safety and information. The spread of satellite phones mean that many boats 
really don’t believe they need SSB or Ham nets. They can download custom weather routing 
information or talk directly to a professional weather router stateside.  The role the radio nets 
once played is diminishing.  Someday it’s possible that the marine radio will be as antiquated 
as the Nagra radio fax machine is today.    
 
But the nets are not dead yet.  In the meantime, many people at sea know that if they get into 
trouble, their VHF or SSB may be their best chance of getting help. There are many 
guidebooks and articles on the Internet that list the Southbound Net as a place to go – at a 
specific time, at a particular frequency  -  where some real person WILL BE LISTENING. As 
long as that is the case, the need for our net is clear.   
 
Many thanks for being a part of this service.  It is a good evening deed you do. 
 

 


